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Hi there,
My name is Mrs. Tiffany and I’m the Head Imaginarian of Imagiread. What that means is I'm someone
who believes that imagination is what makes everything possible. It’s what I built Imagiread on almost
ten years ago and why I still use the title today. My top priority is to ensure that children have access to
fun and engaging literacy development instruction no matter what. It's how imagination is fueled. With
all that's happening in the world today, I felt strongly that the timing was ripe to recenter creativity as a
primary means of learning and development.
Education and childhood development are changing for the better. More empowering than ever, parents,
educators, and community stakeholders are able to practice in-depth means that rear healthy children
mentally, physically, and emotionally. A reference of the change is evident with an initiative coined WSCC,
which stands Whole, Child, Whole School, Whole Community. Developed by the Center for Disease
Control (CDC), in conjunction with the Association for Supervision and Curriculum, the model consists of
ten critical developmental components and are outlined to support all bodies simultaneously through
hands-on engagement, fiscal support, and professional development. Understanding the ways in which
public health and scholarship go hand in hand, the project has provided resources to schools and outof-school time programs that inspire learning as a comprehensive experience. On Valentine’s Day in
2018, I was invited to learn more about the project as a trainer and facilitator by the Alliance for a
Healthier Generation. The organization, founded by the American Heart Association and the Clinton
Foundation, asked me to Austin, Texas to corroborate with peers so that we could learn more about how
to strategically inform and reinforce the model’s best practices in our local communities. I returned to
Houston excited to disseminate critical dialogue with several educational support groups and
community organizers. For me, the intent was specific. It was to mitigate and eventually bridge the gap
that stands between accessible and equitable education. As an educator and a parent, it was yet another
way for me to commit to ensuring every child has an opportunity to healthily actualize. Starting with
broadening the conversation and talking about imagination and what role it plays in actualizing. That's
what led me to the early release of Storyplay by Imagiread.
I felt strongly that taking what I’ve taught in the classroom for years and making it the core of a projectbased system was the right move. So, here I am. Ready to share everything I have developed and taught
that augments strong readers who are healthy, happy, and whole using the art of storytelling and the
magic of play. My wish for you and your family is that you enjoy the experiences and feel inspired to
share with those who can equally benefit. Education works best when it serves the entire community.
Thank you for being a part of ours.

Mrs. Tiffany
Head Imaginarian
Imagiread

The Why
On April 16, 2018, the Harris County Department of Education asked me to facilitate two sessions for
educators. I learned that my audience would consist of newbies, paraprofessionals, seasoned
professionals, and administrators. While the attendees varied in experience, I noticed most of them
had one thing in common. They wanted to learn how to effectively teach children to read and write
without the fluff and rhetoric. I created a presentation for them entitled “21st Century Language
Learning” that contained bits and pieces about why I developed Imagiread, a brief history of S.T.E.M
education, and how literacy development has played a crucial role in the development of S.T.E.Mfocused innovation. There were two hands-on exercises that encouraged team dialogue and the
closing activity included teachers creating an integration plan. The feedback from both sessions was
unreal. I had teachers requesting my slides and asking if they could schedule one-on-one time with
me left and right. I honestly thought all along that my presentation was obvious, but was proven
wrong throughout both sessions. It made me recall a time I’d presented similar material just a year
before to a different group of teachers and how they responded. Identical! That was the day that
confirmed what I knew to be true for some time-teachers want to learn how to apply tried and true,
research-based practices that can level the playing field for all students. They want to know how to
engage parents throughout and how to get the support they need from administrators. Most of all,
they want to know how to do it without stressing themselves out. When I introduced Imagiread's
model and how it is easy to implement and serves every kind of learner despite learning style and
ability, it put the missing piece in place.

Because of the responses
from the community, I
decided to make the
content available online via
a webinar series. I entitled
it “Literacy Development for
21st Century Learners” and
the goal was to highlight
best practices, tips, tricks
and resources for parents,
educators, and community
organizers.

The Why con't
In the webinar parents, educators, and community organizers witnessed firsthand:
How to choose materials that support every kind of reader
How to manage screen time using simple tweaks that get kids off devices and into learning
How to support your learner, helping them to navigate interpersonal relationships and
academic success
By offering viewers a bird's eye view of how we, as a community, can dismantle illiteracy, starting
where we are and with what we have, we can set up a healthy dialogue about S.T.E.M-based
education and how prepared our scholars are for 21st Century Learning. That's the WHY. The future
of education is implicitly unbiased. It includes technology and mandates that learners be familiar
with use and practice. It mandates that remediation and application are continuously active, so that
learners are up to speed and ready for the #futureofwork. It compels everyone to notice the warning
signs right away and use technology to support reactive solutions. Bigger than anything, it allows
children to be themselves and intently learn about their strengths and weaknesses. I've been able to
successfully do so in the classroom by making Imagiread’s Philosophy a constant. Supported by our
mission and vision, it consists of the positive reinforcement of Imagiread's Wheel of Imagination
throughout all programming facilitation. Studies have repeatedly shown that when children are
encouraged to fuse critical thinking and imagination all sorts of viable solutions pop up. I’ve seen it
time and time again in the classroom. More than anything children want an opportunity to explore
and discover and that means being confident enough to try and steadfast enough to improve.

Imagiread’s Wheel of Imagination
invites children to look at learning
through an inquiry-based lens,
supporting them through the
process of understanding how
mindfulness, physical health, and
social relationships affect their
learning development. That’s
where we see real progress,
helping them to bridge the gap
between what is and what can be
using a project-based learning
model that is adaptive and
reflective.

The How:
By introducing practical ways to engage learners while referencing The Wheel of Imagination and
supplying learners with content and materials that engage them from a culturally responsive
perspective, parents and teachers are more likely to help learners draw big conclusions and make
solid connections. The future of learning is inclusive and authentic, it uses motivation to influence
creativity and inform solutions. When learners are comfortable with being inquisitive, they feel good
about it no matter where they are or what their prior knowledge is. One of the most effective ways to
do so is with storytelling. Not just any storytelling, but the sharing of stories that reflect real-life
situations, circumstances, challenges, and ideas. Stories that enrich perceptions present new
evidence and promote technical reading skills namely vocabulary usage and patterns, sentence
formation, grammar, inference, and comprehension. When comprehension is attained, fluency
eventually follows. Using storytelling as a primary teaching method has been scientifically proven to:
encourage co-operative activity
encompass holistic perspectives
value emotional realities
link theory to practice
stimulate a students' critical thinking skills
capture complexities of situations
reveal multiple perspectives
make sense of experience
encourage self-review
construct new knowledge
All in all, storytelling is the most versatile skill freely available to parents and educators, promoting a
deep learning experience whilst transforming the landscape for social and cultural inclusion. When
children are ethically acquainted and engaged with relative content they are more inclined to
develop a keen and realistic sense of academic integrity, encouraging leadership development, and
stimulating civic engagement.
Equally, if not more so, beneficial is learning through play.
While there are many types of play, including social, object,
language, and pretend, the basis all builds up the
relationship between cause and effect, helping children to
formulate judgment and conclusions. The responsive
notions play encourage are what inform the progression of
intellectual development stages from birth onward. Healthy
play, especially in autonomous environments, is critical for
academic integrity. Academic integrity is the key to ensuring
children look forward to learning. Research proves that
play:

engenders narrative thinking,
imagination, and pre-literacy
expands metacognition
enhances motor coordination
fosters self-regulation and
independence
encourages social cognition
promotes concentration
connects mathematical skills

The What(s)
One of the most reoccurring questions I get from parents is "What can I do to help my child become a
better reader?". My response is always the same. "Talk to them." When I say that, I mean have full
and lengthy open-ended conversations with them about a variety of topics. Don't know where to
start? Stories can help. As well as articles, blogs, newspaper columns and even ingredient lists.
Conversations are all around us, waiting to become so engage in the art of conversation and find
creative ways to get consistent. Once the stories are flowing, then introduce objects to support the
topics discussed as a way to "bring it home".
The Storyplay by Imagiread kit is designed to support parents by centering storytelling as the
singular method of learning engagement. The carefully curated books, materials and activities are
all inquiry-based and created to get connections flowing.
What are some ways to use Storyplay by Imagiread to support learners? Here's a few:
1. Prepare to be patient! Learning can't happen if everyone involved isn't mindful. Patience is
absolutely necessary. The goal isn't to get it right all of the time, it's to practice the art of
learning, exploring, and discovering.
2. Deeply listen! Plan to use your kit with no distractions-that way you can deeply and intently listen
to your learner, helping to gauge how effective the technique is.
3. Choose what resonates with your learner! Use the information to pick what activities to focus on
and allow the rest to supplement the experience.
4. Keep track of what you learned together in your Storyplay Journal! Learning is great but it's even
better when it's naturally recalled and applied. Keeping an account of what's learned when helps
to support a continual conversation and builds brain muscle.
5. Go out and test what you’ve learned together in the world around you and get feedback! Share
the activities you've completed with friends, long-distance family members, and in your
community. Ask them how they believe it could make the world better and consider their
feedback when you apply it. The sky is just the beginning.
6. Help us help you! Be sure to follow us on Social Media and subscribe to our newsletter. We'll be
releasing resources to help you make the most of every single Storyplay by Imagiread kit
ongoing.
7. Have fun and keep the following quote in mind!

"Once children learn how to learn, nothing is going to
narrow their mind. The essence of teaching is to make
learning contagious, to have one idea spark another."
-Marva Collins

Let's keep the conversation going!
Follow us on
Facebook
Instagram
Twitter
to join in!

